
How does Taryn make a difference?
I make sure our food, drinks and medicines are safe to 
consume. As a scientist in a metals lab, I use scientific 
instrumentation to check for harmful impurities in 
products before they reach supermarket shelves – 
including fizzy drinks, rice, water and coffee.  

What’s involved?
• Testing items for impurities, including up to 72 elements  

from the periodic table
• Preparing samples and using scientific instruments
• Analysing and interpreting the results that are revealed

Skills  
Communication 
Working in a team 
Taking initiative  

Minimum qualifications 

•   BSc in the chemical 
sciences

Salary range 
•   £25,000–£40,000 a year Rice can contain arsenic! Higher levels of arsenic 

in rice can result from natural occurrences in the 
environment, as well as from human activities such 
as the use of arsenic-containing pesticides. 

Our rice is safe to eat thanks to jobs like Taryn’s, 
which are vital for human health.

Did you 
know?

“My work helps 
keep us safe from 
consuming things 
that could harm us.”  

Want to know more?  
A Future In Chemistry: rsc.li/future 

Feeling inspired? 
Scan to take our quiz and get career  
inspiration based on your interests


